4/6/2026

Opener Bids 1 NT

Opening Bids in No Trump - NO 5-card major and Balanced

Opening Count Strong Hand
14 or 1¢ TNT T4 or 14 2 NT

4-Responses to INT Opening Page 1 of 13

HCPs Range and Bid

Pass Pass

The No Trump opening is the second priority in Yellow Card Bidding. This does not automatically mean the opener
wants to play a No Trump contract. The opener might hold one or two 4-card major suit(s) that could not be opened.
If the responder holds the same 4+card major, the partnership might still be able to play a major suit contract (which
is the first priority).

The 3 criteria for opening a No Trump hand are:

1) No 5+card major
When holding a 5+card major suit,
open that 5+card major suit instead of
NT. This practice clarifies the nature of
the NT opening hand, and makes it
easier to identify an 8+card fitin a
trump suit.

 Note: SAYC allows a NT opening
with a 5-card major. Reed suggests not
opening a NT when holding a 5+card
major.

2) Must be Balanced

The criteria for a balanced hand are:
* no void
* no singleton
» 1 or 0 doubleton

The shape of the balanced hand must
be described by the following general
description:

4-3-3-3

4-4-3-2

5-3-3-2 (major suit cannot be 5-
cards)

3) Specific HCP Ranges
A No Trump opening bid must be in
one of three exact HCP (Honor Card
Point) ranges:

- 15 to 17 HePs - KN

- 20 to 21 HCPs -

+ 25 to 27 HCPs -
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Responder Selects 1 of 3 Paths

Initial Responses to 1 NT Opening (Opener has NO 5+card major, 15-17 HCPs, and Balanced)

Response Responder's

Responder's Pts and Bid
Priority Suit Length

o7 [ 8 | o |0 | | w2 sz | s« |IEEEEIETNIETENNEN N S

2 ¢ 4 ¢ Texas Transfer
#1 request transfer to Hearts request transfer to GAME in Hearts
Transfers 29 4 @ Texas Transfer
5+Spades - _
request transfer to Spades request transfer to GAME in Spades 4 & Gerber
ask for aces
#2 - PASS 2 # Stayman BF
and/or
Play 1 NT request opener to name its 4-card MAJOR
Stayman 4-Spades 9 P ANTQl
ask for points
43
PASS
NO 4-card 6+Clubs| |, ;| HEX 3 NT or 5%
Major 6+Diamonds or 54

1522 | 23 | 2 Pﬂ“----ﬂ“ﬂ

Partial Score Game Major & NT H Game Major & NT & Minor H
Minimum PARTNERSHIP Point Count

Small Slam ‘

(assume opener holds 15 HCPs)

Path 1) If the responder has 5+Spades or 5+Hearts the responder uses TRANSFERS

Path 2) If the responder has exactly 4-Spades and/or 4-Hearts the responder uses STAYMAN

Path 3) If the responder has NO 4+card major, the responder uses natural bids
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Priority #1 - Transfers
Responder wants Opener to bid Hearts or Spades

#1 Priority Responses to 1 NT Opening  *** TRANSFER ***  Responder has a 5+card Major

Responder's Suit Length Responder’s Pts (include distribution points) and Bid
24 4 ¢ Texas Transfer
5+Hearts
request transfer to Hearts request transfer to a GAME in Hearts
4 @ Texas Transfer
5+Spades
request transfer to Spades request transfer to a GAME in Spades
os22 | 23 | 2« |EEEEEN T YR RTINS G ST S
‘ Partial Score H Game Major & NT H Game Major & NT & Minor ‘
Minimum PARTNERSHIP Point Count (assume opener holds 15 HCPs)




4-Responses to 1NT Opening 4/6/2026 Page 4 of 13

Priority #1 - Transfers
Bid 2 - Responder wants Opener to bid Hearts

Bid 1 .
OPENER 1 NT (no 5+card major, 15-17 HCPs, Balanced)
Bid 2 Responder has 5+Hearts (with 0 to 17 pts)
RESPONDER 0-9 pts 10-17 pts
Asks for
TRANSFER 2 ‘ 4 ’
;?#E.AIZT: Transfer to Hearts Texas
(Artificlal Bids) Artificial Bid Transfer
Bid 3 15-17 pts 17 pts & 4-hearts 15-17 pts
OPENER Super
Bids HEARTS 3 ' Accept
Bid 4 0-7 pts 8-9 pts 0-7 pts
RESPONDER
Reveals PASS 2 N Artificial PASS
Point Count Play 2 v Bid Play 3 v
15-16 pts 17 pts
Bid 5 2 Hearts 3-4 Hearts | | 2-4 Hearts
OPENER
Confirms Contract PASS
Play 2 NT
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Priority #1 - Transfers
Bid 2 - Responder wants Opener to bid Spades

Bid 1 .
OPENER 1 NT (no 5+card major, 15-17 HCPs, Balanced)
Bid 2 Responder has 5+Spades (with 0 to 17 pts)
RESPONDER 0-9 pts 10-17 pts
Asks for
TRANSFER
(;?1;2’;08?;) Transfer to Spades Texas
Artificial Bid Transfer
Bid 3 15-17 pts 17 pts & 4-hearts 15-17 pts
OPENER Super
Bids SPADES 3 Q Accept
Bid 4 0-7 pts 8-9 pts 0-7 pts
RESPONDER
Reveals PASS 2 N Artificial PASS
Point Count Play 2 & Bid Play 3 &
15-16 pts 17 pts
Bid 5 2 Hearts 3-4 Hearts | | 2-4 Hearts
OPENER
Confirms Contract PASS
Play 2 NT
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Priority #2 - Stayman
Bid 2 - Responder wants Opener to bid its 4-card Major Suit

#2 Priority Responses to 1 NT Opening  *** STAYMAN ***  Responder has one or both 4-card Major(s)

Responder’s Pts (include distribution points) and Bid

0-7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 nn

Responder's Suit Length

dlor o 2 ® Stayman
Play 1 NT request opener to name its 4-card MAJOR
15-22 ﬂﬂ-m----

Partial Score Game Major & NT H Game Major & NT & Minor

Minimum PARTNERSHIP Point Count (assume opener holds 15 HCPs)

Bid 3: Stayman Flow Chart (3 groups of responses)

1 N T (no 5+card major, 15-17 HCPs, Balanced)

e Stayman - Asks Opener to bid its 4-card Major
HEipko NTDER 0-7 HCPs 8-17 HCPs with one or both 4-card Majors
SKS Tor
4.card MAJOR PI:;:SN . 2 & Artificial Bid
Bid 3 No 4-card Major : 4-card Hearts (and MAYBE 4-card Spades) : 4-card Spades only (NO 4-card Hearts)
OPENER .
Reveals its 2 ’ g'_::ﬁc'al I I
4-card MAJOR i
— 8-9 HCPs - AF HEFS | 4-Hearts 4-Spades (NO 4-card Hearts) | I \ 4-Spades 4-Hearts (NO 4-card Spades) |
RESPONDER | 8-9 pts 10-17 pts 8-9 pts 10-17 pts | 8-9 pts 10- 1‘7pts 8-9 HCPs
Reveals its
Point Count | I
I I6 HEFs | 15-16 pts 17 pts 2-3 Spades 4-Spades | 2-3 Spades| |4-Spades l 15-16 pts 17 pts #5068 HEPs 17 HCPs
Bid 5 | rsmms 17 HGPs 15-16 pts 17 pts |
OPENER Confirms PASS PASS STae PASS PASS
Contract Level Play 2 NT I Play3a v | Play 3 & Play 2 NT
I Play 2 « |



4-Responses to 1NT Opening

Bid 3: Opener Identifies its 4-card Major Suit

Bid 1
OPENER

4/6/2026

Priority #2 — Stayman

1 N T (no 5+card major, 15-17 HCPs, Balanced)

Stayman (asks Opener to bid 4-card Major)

Bid 2
RESPONDER
Asks for
4-card MAJOR

0-7 pts 8-17 HCPs with 4-card Major
PASS 2%
Play 1 NT artificial bid

Bid 3
OPENER
Reveals
4-card MAJOR

|

! !

NO
4-card Major

24

artificial bid

4-card Hearts
(& maybe
4-card Spades)

4-card Spades
(NO 4-card Hearts)
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Priority #2 — Stayman
Bid 3: When Opener has NO 4-card Major

o

Stayman (asks Opener to bid 4-card Major)

Bid 2 8-17 HCPs with 4-card Major
RESPONDER
Asks for 2 é
4-card MAJOR artificial bid
L 4
Bid 3 NO 4-card Major
OPENER
Reveals NO 2 ’
4-card MAJOR artificial bid
w v
Bid 4 8-9 HCPs 10-17 HCPs
RESPONDER
Reveals
Point Count
Bid 5 15-16 HCPs 17 HCPs
OPENER Confirms PASS
Contract Level Play 2 NT
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Priority #2 — Stayman
Bid 3: When Opener has a 4-card Heart Suit
(and MAYBE a 4-card Spade Suit)
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4-card MAJOR

2 & Artificial Bid

O,EédNLR 1 NT (no 5+card major, 15-17 HCPs, Balanced)
Bid 2 Stayman - Asks Opener to bid its 4-card Major
REiPE“;DER 8-17 HCPs with 4-card Hearts (and maybe 4-card Spades)

|

Bid 3
OPENER
Reveals its

4-card MAJOR

4-card Hearts (and MAYBE 4-card Spades)

Bid 4 4-Hearts 4-Spades (NO 4-card Hearts)
RESPONDER 8-9 pts 10-17 pts 8-9 pts 10-17 pts
Reveals its
Point Count
15-16 pts 2-3 Spades 4-Spades 2-3 Spades| |4-Spades
Bid 5 1516 HCPs | | 17 HCPs | | 15-16 pts 17 pts
OPENER Confirms PASS
Contract Level Play 3 ¥ PASS
Play 2 &
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Priority #2 — Stayman

Bid 3: When Opener has a 4-card Spade Suit

Bid 1
OPENER

(but NO 4-card Heart Suit)

1 NT (no 5+card major, 15-17 HCPs, Balanced)

Bid 2
RESPONDER
Asks for
4-card MAJOR

Stayman (Asks Opener to bid its 4-card Major)

8-17 HCPs with one or both 4-card Majors

2 o Artificial Bid

!

Bid 3
OPENER
Reveals its

4-card MAJOR

4-card Spades only (NO 4-card Hearts)

Bid 4
RESPONDER
Reveals its
Point Count

4-Spades 4-Hearts (NO 4-card Spades)
8-9 pts 10-17 pts 8-9 HCPs 10-17 HCPs

Bid 5
OPENER Confirms
Contract Level

15-16 pts 1516 HCPs 17 HCPs
PASS PASS
Play 3 « Play 2 NT

Page 10 of 13



4-Responses to 1NT Opening

4/6/2026

Page 11 of 13

Priority #3 - Responder has NO 4-card Major Suit

#3 Priority Responses to T NT Opening *** No 4-card Major ***

Responder's Suit Length

Responder’s Pts (include distribution points) and Bid

0-7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 “n
3 NT
6+Clubs MR > NT or B1# or 58
6+Diamonds or 34 or 5¢

Partial Score

Game Major & NT

Game Major & NT & Minor

Minimum PARTNERSHIP Point Count

(assume opener holds 15 HCPs)

Bid 1 2
OPENER 1 N T (no 5+card major, 15-17 HCPs, Balanced)
Responder has NO 4+card Major
Bid 2 0-7Heps | | 8-9 HCPs | 10-13 HCPs | 14-17 HCPs
RESPONDER Does not matter Balanced 6+Clubs 6+Diamonds Balanced 6+Clubs 6+Diams
Reveals PASS l l l
HCPs & Shape| | Play TNT | | 3 s 3¢ | 5&  5¢
Bid 3 | 15-16 HCPs | | 17 HCPs I I
OPENER PASS PASS
Confirms I PASS I Play 3 & Play 3 ¢ I
Contract Play 2NT
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Priority #3 - Responder has NO 4-card Major Suit

Bid 1
OPENER

4/6/2026

Bid 2: Responder is Balanced

Responder has no 4+card Major - and is Balanced

Bid 2
RESPONDER
Reveals
HCPs & Shape

Bid 3
OPENER
Confirms
Contract

15-16 HCPs

PASS
Play 2 NT

17 HCPs

0-7 HCPs 8-9 HCPs 10-17 HCPs
Does not matter Balanced
PASS
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Priority #3 - Responder has NO 4-card Major Suit

Bid2: Responder has a 6+card Club Suit

Bid 1
Responder has no 4+card Major - but has 6+Clubs
Bid 2 0-7 HCPs 8-9 HCPs 10-13 HCPs 14-17 HCPs
RESPONDER Does not matter 6+Clubs 6+Clubs 6+Clubs 6+Clubs
Reveals PASS
HCPs & Shape | | Play 1NT 3& B &

Bid 3 15-16 HCPs 17 HCPs
OPENER PASS
Confirms PASS Play 3 »
Contract Play 2 NT
Bid 2: Responder has 6+card Diamond Suit
Bid 1
Responder has no 4+card Major - but has 6+Diamonds
Bid 2 0-7 HCPs 8-9 HCPs 10-13 HCPs 14-17 HCPs
RESPONDER Does not matter 6+Diams 6+Diamonds 6+Diams 6+Diams
Reveals PASS
HCPs & Shape | | Play 1NT 3¢ 5e¢

Bid 3
OPENER
Confirms
Contract

15-16 HCPs

PASS
Play 2 NT

17 HCPs

PASS
Play 3 ¢
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